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Psalm 65:9-14 
 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;  
the river of God is full of water. 

 

You prepare the grain,  
for so you provide for the earth. 

 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

 

You crown the year with your goodness,  
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,  
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;  
let them shout for joy and sing. 

 

Romans 8:1-11 
 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 



 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good 
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
 

Sabbatical Reflection, Week 7 
 

I am happy to say that Elijah got his Florida driver’s license this week. He is now licensed to drive 
(without a parent in the car)! It’s been an exciting road (pun intended) for him and us. Last 
summer, he and I drove his grandmother’s car – the red Toyota Rav4 – from California to Florida. 
He had experience driving before then but not long stretches of interstate highways. After a couple 
of days on the road, he was good at driving at freeway speeds but still have difficulty navigating 
parking lots.  
 

He now can drive well in parking lots, at night, in the rain, and all the other driving required in our 
area. Perhaps tonight at youth group, he will take the car by himself, for the first time, ever.  
 

Now all four of our children, and our daughter-in-law Mackenzie, have their driver’s licenses. It is 
quite an accomplishment.  
 

This week I have really been digging into Scripture and taking my time enjoying the process. It is 
such a blessing to be able to read, for fun and spiritual development, the various books of the 
Bible. I also have very much been reading, and re-reading Matthew’s Gospel. I have done extensive 
study into Mark, Luke and John. Matthew was always a mystery to me. Well, no more, he’s 
becoming like a friend in ministry now.  
 

Thank you for giving me the time to study and reflect on Scripture. I miss you all and look forward 
to being back. This is a good time of refreshment. Plus I’m doing some writing. I did over 4,000 
words today alone. (Not including this Reflection)  
 

May God bless you this week and may you find time to ponder God, and the thoughts that God 
blesses us with each day. And may you find the joys and surprises in life; and the milestones, like 
getting a driver’s license. 
 
Announcements 
 

New to You Summer Art Sale, July 5- September 24th  Supporting Turning Points in Bradenton   
100% of the proceeds from our sale go to help people one step away from homelessness.    
Please check out our donated Art Today!  
We are accepting any Art you are not using and want to donate.  We accept framed Art, Sculptures, Carved 
items, Stained glass, Knick Knacks, Souvenirs, Jewelry, Silver, gold.   
 

Summer Concert at Temple Beth Israel July 16, 7pm, $20 per person 
 

Women’s Discussion Group will continue on Wednesdays at 10:15 all summer in the Parish Hall. For 
information, please speak to Linda Fletcher. 
 

Prayer List If you'd like a loved one to be on the list, please contact Maria or Linn. Please specify if it is 
for general prayers, for cancer treatment, or for hospice.    
 

Coffee Hour Host One of the most important things we do is gather after the service for coffee hour. If 
you are interested in hosting, the sign up sheet is on the Gallery table. If you would like help, sign up and 
we will find someone to show you how it is done.  
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries Please email Linn Torres at lt@allangelslbk.org with birthdays/anniversaries 
 

Visit our Website at www.allangelslbk.org.   
 

  

Servers 
 

Lector- Justus Doenecke 
Prayers- Alison Jones 
Ushers- Cathie Wilt, Linda Fletcher 
Flowers- David Stasney 
Counter- Cathie Wilt 
Coffee hour-  
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God 
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