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Processional Hymn  All Praise to Thee #477 
  

1 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 
 didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
 that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine. 
 Alleluia! 
  

2 Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought; 
 by thee the outcast and the poor were sought; 
 and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought. 
 Alleluia! 
  

3 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
 who wast a servant that we might be free, 
 humbling thyself to death on Calvary. 
 Alleluia! 
  

4 Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou 
 art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
 and given the Name to which all knees shall bow. 
 Alleluia! 
  

5 Let every tongue confess with one accord 
 in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
 and God the Father be by all adored. 
 Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  
The Lord our God, the Lord is One.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  
The second commandment is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these." 

     Mark 12:29-31  
  

 Holy God,  
 Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, 
 Have mercy upon us.  
  

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in 
heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

  

The Lessons   
  

Introduction: Some call today’s reading from the prophet 
Micah the Divine Lawsuit. Imagine a courtroom scene in 
nature where God accuses Israel of unfaithfulness despite 
God’s faithful acts. The people respond to the suit by asking 
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what they can sacrifice to redeem them from their 
unfaithfulness. The prophet responds to the people with the 
phrase: Do justice; love goodness; walk humbly with God.  
One way to read the passage is to believe that God looks for 
daily, faithful obedience and not ritual performance that 
does not change the heart.  
  

A reading from the prophet Micah  Micah 6:1-8 (JPS Version) 
  

Hear what the LORD is saying: 
Come, present [My] case before the mountains, and let the 
hills hear you pleading. 
Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD — you firm 
foundations of the earth! 
For the LORD has a case against His people, He has a suit 
against Israel. 
“My people! What wrong have I done you? What hardship 
have I caused you? Testify against Me. In fact, I brought you 
up from the land of Egypt, I redeemed you from the house 
of bondage, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam. 
“My people, remember what Balak king of Moab plotted 
against you, and how Balaam son of Beor responded to him. 
[Recall your safe passage] from Shi-Teem to Gilgal — and 
you will recognize the gracious acts of the LORD.” 
[The people respond] With what shall I approach the LORD, 
do homage to God on high? Shall I approach Him with burnt 
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offerings, with calves a year old? Would the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with myriads of streams of 
oil?  
Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for my sins? 
[Micah responds] “He has told you, humans, what is good, 
and what the LORD requires of you: 
  

 Only to do justice. 
 And to love goodness. 
 And to walk humbly with your God. 
  

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
  

The psalm reading for this morning is Psalm 15 
  

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
 who may abide upon your holy hill? 
Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,  
 who speaks the truth from his heart. 
There is no guile upon his tongue;  
he does no evil to his friend;  
 he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
In his sight the wicked is rejected,  
 but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
He has sworn to do no wrong  
 and does not take back his word. 
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He does not give his money in hope of gain,  
 nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
Whoever does these things  
 shall never be overthrown. 
  

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Church in Corinth 
1 Cor. 1:18-31 

  

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, 
  

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
  

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For some demand signs and others desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to some and foolishness to others, but to those who are the 
called – both Jews and Greeks – Christ is the power of God 
and Christ is the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of 
you were wise by human standards, not many were 



6 
 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order 
that, as it is written, Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn     Morning Has Broken   #8 
 

1 Morning has broken like the first morning, 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
  

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
 God’s re-creation of the new day!       
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.              Mt 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began 
to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you." 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 



8 
 

Gradual Hymn    God Be in My Head   
  

God be in my head and in my understanding; 
 God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 
 God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
 God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
 God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Reflection Music Blest Are They 

 

The Nicene Creed   (The word “catholic” means universal or 
global body of Christian believers) 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
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the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People    
 

God of Light and Life, our prayers rise before you this day in 
hope and faith.  
  

As the prophet Micah said, “Do justice; love goodness; and 
walk humbly with your God”; empower your Church to bring 
out the Good News of the Light of your son Jesus, which 
pierces even the deepest darkness. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

As a star rose high into the nighttime sky to draw the 
nations to the Christ-child; send your blessing on our 
country and on all the nations of the earth to your peace 
and light.Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

As Jesus climbed the mountaintop, and proclaimed 
blessings on the people of the world; especially the sick and 
the distressed, the poor and those who mourn; we pray 
especially for Downs IV, Holden, Barbara, Caitlin, Victoria, 
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Alice, Annette, Charles, Lisa, Anne, Ellie, Patricia, Bob, Agie, 
Eric, Amy, Diana and Trude, Donna, Kelsey and Beverly. For 
all who receive the care of skilled nursing, especially 
Timothy, Barbara, Kim, Lou and Anne.   
For those going through cancer treatments, and those in 
remission, especially, Downs III, Lauren, Nancy, Shannon, 
Frank, Carmen, Zachary, Claudia, Will, Pete, Cara, Jennifer, 
Lauren, Melinda, Lindsay, Melissa and Kelly.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

As the psalmist declared, “The one who does what is right, 
and speaks from the heart, will never be overthrown,” we 
pray for all who protect us both at home and abroad and 
that you may bless our communities, and the whole world, 
with your peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

As Jesus called his disciples to leave their nets and follow 
him; we pray for those we love and who have answered 
your call to follow Jesus to your Heavenly Kingdom. Give 
them your peace and comfort all who mourn. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

Lord Jesus, Light of the World, hear our prayers, and make 
us reflections of your Light, that the places of darkness in 
our world would be pierced by your Light, and that all 
nations would be drawn to you and be overwhelmed with 
joy.  Amen.  
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We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  
Leader and People  
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Offertory   There is Room in My Father’s House 

 

The Doxology 
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
 praise him all creatures here below,  
 Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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The Holy Eucharist Prayer A     BCP 361 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you 
have received us as your sons and daughters, made us 
citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to 
guide us into all truth. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,   
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon 
the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
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perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art  in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you 
have fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a 
foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this 
Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a 
pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is 
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no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy 
with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart  #556 
 

1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
Your glorious banner wave on high, the cross of Christ 
your King. 

   Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 

2 With all the angel choirs, with all the saints of earth, 
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, 
noblest mirth. 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
  

3 Your clear hosannas raise, and alleluias loud; 
while answering echoes upward float, like wreaths of 
incense cloud. 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 

The Dismissal 

 Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia  
 


