
  

 

All Angels Episcopal Church 

 

May 3, 2026 

I am the way,  
and the truth,  
and the life.  

John 14:6 
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Prelude           Wayfaring Stranger          arr. David Paxton  
 

Processional Hymn          Jesus Shall Reign         1982 Hymnal #544 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  
The Lord our God, the Lord is One.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  
with all your mind, and with all your strength.  
The second commandment is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
There is no commandment greater than these."     Mark 12:29-31  
 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons    Please be seated for the reading of  the lessons. 
 

Today’s lesson from the Acts of  the Apostles is about the first Christian martyr, 
Stephen. Known for being one of  the first deacons in Jerusalem and a persuasive 
preacher, Stephen was arrested for blasphemy. At his trial, he gave a speech which 
ended with him being stoned to death. It was a turning point for the early Church.  
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A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles              Acts 7:55-60 
 

Stephen, enabled by the Holy Spirit, stared into heaven and saw God’s majesty and 
Jesus standing at God’s right side. He exclaimed, “Look! I can see heaven on display 
and the Human One standing at God’s right side!” At this, they shrieked and covered 
their ears. Together, they charged at him, threw him out of  the city, and began to stone 
him. The witnesses placed their coats in the care of  a young man named Saul. As they 
battered him with stones, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, accept my life!” Falling to his 
knees, he shouted, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  
Then he died. 
 

 The Word of  the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 31  Please respond where bold               Ps 31:1-5 
 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;  
 deliver me in your righteousness. 
 

Incline your ear to me;  
 make haste to deliver me. 
 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;  
 for the sake of  your Name, lead me and guide me. 
 

Take me out of  the net that they have secretly set for me,  
 for you are my tower of  strength. 
 

Into your hands I commend my spirit,  
 for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of  truth. 
 

Introduction: This lesson is attributed to Saint Peter writing to the Church at the end 
of  his ministry. In this chapter, Peter focuses on the common identity of  the followers 
of  Christ who are identified as "living stones" that are being built together into a 
spiritual house where they serve as a community rather than isolated individuals. Peter 
invites everyone into the holy priesthood of  Christ where every believer has direct 
access to God and is called to offer "spiritual sacrifices" which include our lives, praises, 
and good works.  
 

A Reading from the First Letter of  Peter             1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

Like a newborn baby, desire the pure milk of  the Word. Nourished by it, you will grow 
into salvation, since you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though this stone was rejected by 
humans, from God’s perspective it is chosen, it is valuable. You yourselves are being 
built like living stones into a spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  
Thus it is written in scripture,  
Look! I am laying a cornerstone in Zion, chosen, valuable.  
The person who believes in him will never be shamed.  
So God honors you who believe. For those who refuse to believe, though, the stone the 
builders rejected has become the chief  cornerstone. This is a stone that makes people 
stumble and a rock that makes them fall. Because they refuse to believe in the Word, 
they stumble. Indeed, this is the end to which they were appointed.  
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God’s 
own possession. You have become this people so that you may speak of  the wonderful 
acts of  the One who called you out of  darkness into His amazing light.  
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people.  
Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

 The Word of  the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn          Morning Has Broken              1982 Hymnal #8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.                      John 14:1-12 
 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If  it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if  I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If  
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  
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Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if  you do not, then 
believe me because of  the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father.” 
 

  The Gospel of  the Lord.  
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Gradual Hymn      Morning Is Broken         1982 Hymnal #8 
 

 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 
 born of  the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
 God’s re-creation of  the new day! 
 

The Sermon             The Very Rev. David J. Marshall  
 

Reflection Hymn        “Morning Song”        arr. David Stasney  

 
 

The Nicene Creed   (The word “catholic” means universal or global body of  Christian believers) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of  heaven and earth, of  all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God,  eternally begotten of  the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection 
of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of  the People (Please stand or kneel or sit as you are able)  
 

My friends at All Angels, will you pray with me. 
A brief  silence 
 

Lord Jesus, we remember the early Church that devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and lived in peace and harmony. Equip your Church with the same Spirit to be 
living stones that make spiritual sacrifices of  our lives and good works.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Your Church is persecuted today, even as it was in the days of  the Apostles. Breathe 
your Spirit onto those who seek to harm the Church so that they too will change their 
hearts and minds. We give you thanks, O Lord of  glory, for the example of  the first 
martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven and prayed forgiveness for his persecutors.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Bless this congregation. Kindle our hearts to seek the lost, lift up the broken-hearted, 
and invite our neighbors to hear your holy and life-changing Word and fellowship. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless and strengthen all who take counsel for the nations. Guide them in pathways of  
justice and righteousness. Use their labors to feed all people, to live in peace with their 
neighbors, and to walk humbly before you, their Lord and God.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bring the healing of  your touch to all those who suffer in body or spirit. Today we 
remember before you Downs IV, Holden, Barbara, Caitlin, Victoria, Alice, Annette, 
Charles, Anne, Ellie, Patricia, Bob, Eric, Amy, Trude, Donna, Carling, Carol, Rafaela, 
Scott, and Frank.  
We pray for those going through cancer treatments and those in remission, especially, 
Downs III, Lauren, Nancy, Shannon, Frank, Carmen, Zachary, Claudia, Will, Pete, 
Cara, Jennifer, Lauren, Melinda, Lindsay, Melissa, Kelly, Davidson, and Kelsey. 
We pray for those in Hospice.  
Breathe your healing and peace on all those who suffer. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, we entrust into your care those for whom we love but see no longer. 
(Silence)  
 

Give us faith to trust your Word in times of  doubt and confusion. Give us compassion 
to care for those in need.  Give us joy, which is the inheritance of  all whom you love. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant:  Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and 
accomplish your salvation among us; for you are risen and dwell in majesty with your 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

We pray to you for the forgiveness of  our sins. 
 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of  life, 
to the honor and glory of  your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 The Peace of  the Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 

Greetings, Announcements and Introductions 
 
 

Offertory Anthem   There is Room in My Father’s House       Joseph M. Martin 
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Thank you for your offering to God through All Angels.  
If  you would prefer to make an electronic offering,  
please scan the QR code. 
 
 

The Doxology 
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
 praise him all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Eucharist Prayer B              BCP 367 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
who on the first day of  the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of  everlasting life.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into 
righteousness, out of  death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 
After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of  me."  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit.   In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art  in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of  silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
 

Jesus invites everyone to meet him here. If  you would like to receive the bread or a blessing, please come 
forward. If  you would prefer to have communion brought to you, please let one of  the ushers know and we 
will bring it to you.  
 
 

Communion Music                David Stasney  
 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of  the most precious Body and Blood of  your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of  the Body of  your Son, and heirs of  your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,  
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of  Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
 

The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn    Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    1982 Hymnal #460 

 
 
 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 
  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia  
 
 
 

Postlude    Postlude on “Morning Has Broken”        arr. D. Stasney  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New to All Angels?  Welcome!   
Be sure to sign the guest registry in the lobby.  
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 Announc ements 
 

Gallery Artist This morning our new artist Peg Green will be the host for coffee hour in 
the Gallery immediately following the service. 
If  you would like to purchase a piece of  art please see David Stasney or Linda Fletcher 
during the month of  May.  All Checks should be made out to All Angels by the Sea. 
 

Prayer List If  you'd like a loved one to be on the list, please contact Maria or Linn,  
and please specify if  it is for general prayers, for cancer treatment, or for hospice.    
 

Coffee Hour Host One of  the most important things we do is gather after the service for 
coffee hour. If  you are interested in hosting, the sign up sheet is on the Gallery table. If  
you would like help, sign up and we will find someone to show you how it is done.  
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries If  you have a birthday or anniversary coming up next month, 
please email Linn Torres at lt@allangelslbk.org 
 

Visit our Website Video of  Today’s Service, Discussion Group Articles, Gallery Artist, 
and our weekly Tidings can all be found on our website: www.allangelslbk.org.   

563 Bay Isles Road 
Longboat Key, Florida  

941-383-8161 
www.allangelslbk.org. 

 

Our mission is to bring the living Christ  
to those inside and outside the church.  

 

www.allangelsLBK.org 

The altar flowers are given by Philip Deming  
in loving memory of  Betsy Schuyler Briggs Deming  
whose life and love remain a blessing to her family. 
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Today’s presenters 
 

Ed Upshaw - Chalice 

Terry Cobb - Lector 

Alison Jones - Prayers 

Philip Deming, Reuben Fernandez - Ushers 

Antonio Leal - Seminarian 

Elijah Marshall - A/V tech  

Scott Wuesthoff  - Zoom host 

Nancy Boyd - Altar Guild 

David Stasney - Flowers 

Philip Deming, Reuben Fernandez - Offering Counter 

Gallery Artist Peg Green - Coffee Hour 

Vestry 

Cade Sibley 

Carol Erker 

Allen McGee 

David Bishop 

Hank Kochan 

Larry Elder 

Sandy Wood 

Reuben Fernandez 

Senior Warden 

Jeff  Vaughn 

Junior Warden 

 

David Stasney  

Music Director 
 

Fr. Fred Emrich  
 

The Very Rev. David J. Marshall, 

Rector 
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Reflection    
 
 

P.A.U.S.E. 
 
 

Over the past seven years of pastoral ministry at All Angels, I have become convinced 
that deep, lasting personal change only comes in increments. I am now convinced of two 
more things: Change happens in the slog of life and making small changes, and sticking 
with it, makes a big difference. Big victories seldom happen in life. However, small 
changes that make an impact in life are victories that should be reflected on and 
celebrated from time to time.  
 

I admire happy-go-lucky people that don’t let the troubles, and angers, of life get them 
down. When I first moved here, I used to be easily upset about the backup from a bridge 
being up (to allow a boat pass by underneath). One morning, on the way to a morning 
meeting at All Angels, the red stop light turned on the Longboat Pass bridge. As I started 
to slow down, the car behind me started honking and motioning for me to run the light. 
When I didn’t, she zoomed around me (illegally, across the double yellow line) and then 
slammed on her brakes when the arm came down (almost hitting her car). She put the 
car in park and jumped out of her car. She ran to the guard rail and yelled this at the 
pleasure boat going under the bridge: “Hey you expletives! Put down your mother-
expletive antennas because some of us have to get to expletive work!” Incidentally, she 
was wearing a nurse uniform.  
 

An article this week in the NY Times reported on how small changes in life can add up 
to be victories. The author, Jancee Dunn, collected over 800 responses from readers 
about small changes that made a major impact on their life. Jean, from Salt Lake City, 
wrote that in retirement she has been practicing tai chi twice a week for over twelve 
years at a local senior group. This twice-a-week practice has helped her balance, gave 
her a routine, and new friends.  

 

46-year-old Katie from Rio Rancho taught herself to play chess instead of 
doomscrolling on social media. It improved her patience and problem solving in life. 
Jon in Miami texts someone he has not been in touch with in a while. While some never 
respond, others do and it makes him feel good for days. Fern from New York City 
started meditating just ten minutes a day. Her husband has noticed that she is calmer, 
nicer and less reactive.  

 

Carl from Utah wrote that he and his wife now drive the speed limit. They never realized 
the amount of anger and anxiety that rushing while driving caused – just to save a 
minute or two. They are now calmer (and safer) drivers with lower blood pressure. 
These are small changes that have had a big impact in life.  
 

If you are looking at making a small change, let me suggest the P.A.U.S.E. method. It 
stands for Postpone Action Until Serenity Emerges. This slogan is designed to prevent 
rash decisions, arguments and emotional reactions by encouraging a waiting period until 
one is calm and collected. This technique helps with making healthier decisions because 
one has moved from reactionary anger to a state of clarity and perspective. This works 
especially well with electronic communication. PAUSE; and then once serenity emerges, 
respond. It is a small change that can make a big difference.  
 

Faith life at All Angels, whether for a day a year, or a season, or a lifetime, happens in 
increments but makes a big impact. Making small faith-based changes – praying for just 
ten minutes a day, meditating on Scripture, sitting quietly with an icon, reading this 
weekly Reflection, or practicing the PAUSE when a bridge goes up, will make a big, All 
Angels, impact in life.  
 
 

- Fr. Dave 


