
ALL ANGELS BY THE SEA
WEEKLY TIDINGS

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Sunday Service at 10am﻿

To live-stream the service - go to AllAngelsLBK.org, click on the "All
Angels Enter Here" picture and you will be routed to our YouTube
channel.
﻿Zoom - go to https://zoom.us/j/5955701807 and watch and listen
live. Be sure to stick around after the service for our coffee hour chat-
with-your-neighbor time.

The bulletin can be found on the All Angels Website: 
AllAngelsLBK.org or at the following link: 

Bulletin for Sunday, September 27, 2026

Scripture Readings for September 27, 2026

https://www.allangelslbk.org/
https://zoom.us/j/5955701807#success
https://www.allangelslbk.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/963e90bd601/c6ba1666-ca03-4a63-95f8-ba7a7b4c0f5d.pdf?rdr=true


Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

Click Here for the Readings

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Sunday Service

Sunday Sermon

If you would like to read Rev. Dave's recent sermon,
please click the link below:

Sermon: How to Surrender Uncertainty to God

PRAYERS

We Pray for our People

https://files.constantcontact.com/963e90bd601/f4b146df-c8cb-4c7b-8d3b-a4c54d6b9904.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jyt241g3q_M&t=1148s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jyt241g3q_M&t=1148s
https://files.constantcontact.com/963e90bd601/8fd66164-3208-48db-9639-741cae46e381.pdf?rdr=true


Bring the healing of your touch to all those who suffer in body or spirit,

especially Downs IV, Holden, Barbara, Caitlin, Victoria, Alice, Charles,

Anne, Patricia, Bob, Eric, Amy, Trude, Carling, Carol, Rafaela, Scott,
Frank, Ceara, Lois, Amanda, Sylvia, and Elyse.
For those going through cancer treatments, and in remission, especially,
Downs III, Lauren, Nancy, Shannon, Frank, Carmen, Zachary, Claudia,
Will, Pete, Cara, Jennifer, Lauren, Melinda, Lindsay, Melissa, Kelly,
Davidson, Kelsey, and Mindy. 

A BRIDGE BETWEEN ALEX AND DAVE

Podcast: A Bridge Between

Episode 197: Is the Lord Among Us?

﻿Also available on Spotify:
Spotify: A Bridge Between

PARISH ACTIVITIES

Art Gallery
On Sunday, we will welcome Tori Abramov,
a local artist, to our gallery. She will be hosting our Coffee
Hour ﻿and sharing her journey with All Angels.

Our New to You Summer Art Sale ﻿
﻿raised $4170 for Turning Points in Bradenton.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFvkHGEAu-Q&t=527s
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1osWbmEATrd44IU9nJxMfq


Discussion Groups
Men's Discussion Group - Tuesdays at 10:00am

Women's Discussion Group - Wednesdays at 10:15am

Next week, both groups are reading the same article, which happens to be
this week's (double-length) Reflection, written by yours truly. 
Discussion Group: Rethinking Free Will

For those in person, I'll have the coffee ready. For those online, here is the
Zoom link.
https://zoom.us/j/5955701807

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
One of the most important things we do is gather after the service for
coffee hour. If you are interested in hosting, the sign up sheet is on the
Gallery table. If you would like help, sign up and we will find someone to
show you how it is done. 

Online Giving﻿
If you would like to give to the offering plate electronically, you can find the
online giving link on our All Angels website by clicking the link below:
AllAngelsLBK.org

https://files.constantcontact.com/963e90bd601/41608033-5153-4e76-b441-87254cb96b00.pdf?rdr=true
https://zoom.us/j/5955701807
http://www.revdavidmarshall.com/


Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer invites you to pray with them, every day, at 8 am,
wherever you are. When you enter into prayer at 8 am (Eastern), you will
know that others are praying at the same time. 

REFLECTION

Rethinking Free Will

The serpent said to the woman, “You will not die,
for God knows that when you eat of the fruit your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to Adam, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.         Genesis 3:4-7
 
You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love serve one another. For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.”            Galatians 5:13-14
 
 
My wife and I watched a television series called The Hardacres. Set in
Yorkshire in the 1890s, the series follows the Hardacre family as they rose
from poverty to wealth after starting a store. The question left with the
viewers is whether the family was happier in poverty working at the docks



or as wealthy business owners. (Spoiler alert: they found happiness in
helping others.)
 
Let me ask you a question: what makes you happy? What gives you true
joy? I’d like to share with you what I’ve been thinking about, which is how
faith, consciousness, free will, and family of origin all relates to happiness.
 
I think consciousness is a combination of three things – external
awareness (you are a part of larger physical experience), inner life
(personal thoughts and feelings) and subjective experience (like the taste
of chocolate or what the color purple looks like to you). Free will is the
theory that people have the right to make choices without being controlled
by fate. Lastly, the family-of-origin concept acknowledges that rules and
values from your upbringing often shape how you handle stress, self-
esteem, and adult relationships. The last piece of this puzzle is how those
three factors are affected by faith and what it says about happiness.
 
I have read recent (and depressing) literature that challenges the notion of
free will. The researchers believe we are bound to our family of origin, and
we make very few (if any) decisions outside of how we have learned to
handle stress and cope with the subjective experience of our external
awareness. In other words, humans make most decisions based on their
family of origin and what’s-in-it-for-me; and not free will. To those
researchers, I’d like to kindly disagree (my parents always taught me to be
kind) because of the freedom found in faith.
 
I define faith as belief in a transcendent God who desires us to live
abundantly in this life (and in the next) through love and generosity. Faith
sets us free from living only for ourselves. That freedom allows us to have
free will to choose love and to be generous to others. Happiness is rooted
in both of those actions.
 



For as much as our consciousness might try to tell us, living for ourselves
alone does not bring happiness because nothing is ever good enough to
satisfy long term. For instance, a childhood friend spent his summers with
his dad who worked for the State Department. One summer in Washington
DC, he went to Pizza Hut every day for 41 days. To this day, he cannot eat
at Pizza Hut. When he was 13 years old, he thought it would be great, but
he found it didn’t satisfy (and still doesn’t). Faith, on the other hand, moves
us to transcend our external awareness and desires and helps us to join
with a larger family of origin who operates for the well-being of others
through love and generosity.
 
The first story of humanity in the Bible is about Adam and Eve and the
eating of the forbidden fruit. It serves as the foundational theological
illustration of moral choice and disobedience. They were told not to eat it,
but they fell for the what’s-in-it-for-me concept, and the desire of the
subjective experience (it looked good to eat), and thus ate of the fruit. It
certainly did not satisfy.
 
The mission statement of All Angels is this: to bring the Living Christ to
those inside and outside the church. The Living Christ breaks us free from
the confines of our subjective experience and thinking the only way of
living is what’s-in-it-for-me. Through faith, we enter into the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph where love and generosity are the ways of living.
Joseph went to his hometown with a pregnant wife yet none of his family
offered to put him up for the night (presumably because of Mary’s
pregnancy and that the child was not his). Because of love for God, the
Holy Family made sacrifices. They chose to break free from their family of
origin and by their free choice, the path for abundant life is open to us.
 
In the next couple of months, we are having landscaping upgrades at All
Angels. This was made possible by the generosity of those who contribute
to the mission and ministry of the church (and, in particular, one very large
financial gift). In the family of faith, those who give so generously to All



Angels have found joy in their sacrifice. One person recently told me that
he wished he had more to give because it makes him feel so fortunate and
happy to do so. Through the exercise of free will to be generous, many
have found that love for the faith, and the sacrifice to give, is satisfying and
continues to be so.
 
There is a very good reason we are wired to follow our family of origin, to
be conscious of our external surroundings, and to seek what’s-in-it-for-me.
Humanity may not have made it this far without the ability to learn and
grow from our family experience and seek what is best for us.
 
Using the theological language of Adam and Eve, the Fall is thinking that
all there is in life is to seek pleasure and do only those things that are of a
direct benefit to the self. That was the lie the serpent told Eve which is still
being whispered today. At the same time, I believe the inner self has a
voice that calls us to faith. I believe that faith helps us transcend our wants
and desires and even our family of origin. The Apostle Paul wrote about
our shared call to freedom in Christ which, in part, is the exercise of free
will to love one another (which at times comes as a sacrifice of our
external wants and desires).
 
If we simply rely on our desires, and do not think beyond our family of
origin, then yes, perhaps there is no such thing as free will. The Hardacres
found happiness not in the accumulation of wealth but in generosity. They
are a fictional family but show us the truth about happiness.
 
Faith calls us to think beyond ourselves and find that true joy and
happiness are found in love and helping one another. At least, that’s what
my parents and my faith taught me.

– Fr. Dave
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